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Abstract: Because of the authentic cultural heritage and ethnic origin, which is 
unsolved to this day, and also specific demographic development, the study of the 
Vlachs in Serbia is a challenging topic of interest to various types of scientists. This 
work includes the basic demographic characteristics of the Vlach population in the 
Republic of Serbia is based on the results of the last census in 2011. Given that the 
census data was based on the principle of national self-determination of subjective 
criteria, it was possible only to scientufucally observe the nationally declared Vlach 
population, in other words population that consideres themselves Vlach. In this way the 
dynamic changes of the Vlach population, their number, territorial distribution and 
representation in Serbia were shown, as well as their age and gender structure. In order 
to obtain a more objective picture of Vlach population, according to their ethicity, the 
analysis included census data of population whose native language is Vlach.

Key words:Vlachs, ethnicity, native language, census, Serbia

-

-



____________

208

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

- -
-

2011).



____________

209

-

1

-

-

-
-

-

-
-
-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

                                                          
11 -



____________

210

-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

–
-

1948 1953 1961 1971 1981 1991 2002 2011

93.440 28.047 1.368 14.719 25.592 17.804 40.054 35.330

1,61 0,45 0,02 0,20 0,33 0,23 0,53 0,49

'53/48 '61/53 '71/61 '81/71 '91/81 '02/91 '11/02 '11/48
30 5 1076 174 70 225 88 38
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35.330 100 0,5
13.313 37,7 10,7
6.701 19,0 13,8
3.382 9,6 9,1
2.442 6,9 13,1
788 2,2 3,8

13.238 37,5 7,2
4.609 13,0 14,7
3.927 11,1 25,3
2.811 8,0 22,1
475 1,3 4,1
433 1,2 3,8
424 1,2 5,1
382 1,1 2,2

    161 0,5 0,3
16 0,0 0,1

6.254 17,7 5,2
3.356 9,5 25,8
2.856 8,1 4,8

42 0,1 0,1
1.938 5,5 0,9
782 2,2 2,6
687 1,9 3,0
280 0,8 1,2

    136 0,4 0,2
53 0,1 0,1
587 1,7 0,0
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43.095 100 0,6 122
  17.385 40,3 13,9 131
    7.231 16,8 19,5 214
    5.803 13,5 11,9 87
    2.736 6,3 14,6 112
    1.615 3,7 7,8 205
  16.066 37,3 8,8 121
    5.540 12,9 17,7 120
    4.664 10,8 30,1 119
    2.823 6,5 22,2 100
    917 2,1 11,0 216
    751 1,7 6,5 158
    659 1,5 3,7 173
    553 1,3 4,9 128
    140 0,3 0,2 87

19 0,0 0,1 119
  6.230 14,5 5,2 100
    3.177 7,4 5,3 111
    3.003 7,0 23,1 89

50 0,1 0,1 119
  2.702 6,3 1,3 139
    1.224 2,8 4,0 157
    798 1,8 3,4 116
    395 0,9 1,7 141
    231 0,5 0,3 170

54 0,1 0,1 102
  712 1,7 0,0 121
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65+/(0-14)
0-14 15-64 65+

% % %

35.330 3.203 9,0 21.011 59,5 11.116 31,5 51,3 3,5

17.662 1.640 9,3 11.497 65,1 4.525 25,6 48,9 2,8

17.668 1.563 8,8 9.514 53,9 6.591 37,3 53,6 4,2
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VLACHS IN SERBIA ACCORDING TO THE RESULTS OF THE 2011 CENSUS

Summary

Considering the census results, the Vlach population in Serbia is characterized by a 
specific demographic development conditioned by important demographic and other 
changes, but also Vlachs’ tendency, in certain circumstances, to change their attitude 
when declaring their ethnicity and thus conceal the true demographic image. The 
consequences of Vlachs’ ethnic concealing can be seen in severe oscillations of their 
number from census to census.
According to the 2011 census, the Vlachs is one of the smaller ethnic communities in 
population. But their territorial distribution is very homogenized in eastern Serbia, 
where they are the second largest ethnic community, after Serbs, and they give this area 
one of the main ethic characteristics. In some municipalities of the region Vlachs come 
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up to quarter of the total population. Their number and distribution among the 
population is several times higher in not-urban settlements, which mostly have the 
character of rural settlements.
Also, census results show significant fluctuations and imbalance between the number of 
Vlachs and persons that declared Vlach as their native language, which indicates that 
their “real” number is greated than the number of statistically declared Vlachs.
Vlach population is one of the demographically oldest in Serbia. Very unfavorable age 
strucure shows that this population is in the deepest stage of demographic old age.


